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‘(If a man asp&s toward a rtghteous Eifq his fiPirst act of abstiaen,ce is 
from injury to rmimals!” Count Leo lwstoy, 1828-1910 

F A C S I M I L E 

Orgnntiation: US Food and Drug Administration, Dockets Mmagelnent Branch 
Fax: 301.827.6870 
From: MarEese Bank 
Date: Januazy 29,2001 
Subject : DOCK&J? # 98P-OlWCPl 
Pages: 2’ 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Last year, the USDA announced a landmark poIicy to stop purchasing meaxfrom downed 
lows for Federal programs, including the National School Lunch ProgmmL- 

The. Agency stated, YJSDA will no Ionger accept ground beef that includes pro&&t corn non- 
ambulatory cattie, commonly knows as ‘downers’ ,‘I This development shows argroWng 
consensus -- even among livestock industry and government officials -- that tbeswketing and 
slaughter of downed atairnals is unacceptable. r-4 \a 

Therefore I am, herewith, urging the Bood and Drug Adruin4stratioe to gr@ petition 98Py 
0151EPl to prohibit the slaughter of downed animals. Again, following are-several reasons 
that should compel the FDA to immediate action on this issue: rw 

l Animals who are too sick or injured even to stand should not be allowed to 
enter tile human food chain. 

. 

. 

In addition to posing an increased risk for bacterial contamination, there is 
evidence that some domed animals may be afflicted with a form of BSB 
(Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy or “Mad COV Disease”), a disease 
which has been linked to a fatal human illness (CID or Creutieldt-Jakob 
Disease), 

It is impossible to move downed animals humanely snd they are typically 
pushed with tractors or dragged with chains -- inhumane processes which 
cause injuries ranging from bruises and abrasions to broken bones and torn 
ligaments. 
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. Dowled animals comprise a very sm;Ztl percentage of animals slaughtered 
and prohibiting their marketing will cause no undue economic ha.rdsltipP 

. Industry experts have estimated that 90% of domled animals can be 
prevented with better care and handling. Removing the market for 
downed animals till provide an iwentive to industry to prevent downed 
miinals in the first place. 
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